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Amufements for the INGENIOUS, 


*. 
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From friday May 4th. to Wonday May 7th. 1711. 


GENTLEMEN, 


OUR Saviour fays Mat, 
5 16. Let your Light 
o fhine before Men, 
that they may fee your 
good Works and gloe- 
rify your Father which 
isin Eleaven. The mean- 
ing of which I take to 


Lees 


perform thesr good Works 
that others may fee them 
and fo promote the Glory of God. But then how ws thy 
confiftent mith what he afterwards enjoins concerning Alms. 
giving, which he fays muft be done fo fecretly that Men 
mv not fee them, and that othermife we have no Ree 
ward of our Father wosch win Hesven >? 

A. There is a great Difference berween doing good 
‘Works thac Men may fee them, and doing them to 
be feen of Men; and again, between doing them 
{> before Menthat they may fee and glorify God, 
and {o that we may have Glory of Men. The for- 
mer, if it have not the larrer to bilaft it, is only a 
Chriftian Charitable Care that a Man’s good Actions 
be exemplary to others; the latrer, that they may 


be Matter of Reputation to one felf. The former 


refpects God's Glory only ; the latter, ones own vain 
Glory here, and not the Glory of God. The firft 
is a Divine Chriftian Ad&t, an Expreffion of great 
Love of God witha Defire of promoting his Honour, 
and allio a great Love of oncs Brother, with a De 
fice of promoting his Virtue: The fecond is an Evi 
dence of great Self-Love, and an Impatience to be 
rewarded with Honour here, in@ead of Glory and 


Feliciry hereafter. The Difference between thefe two 
makes thefe two Precepts of our Saviour very con- 


filtent. Befides we may obferve thar our Saviour 
is here treating of the Performance of two forts of 
Duties, the one publick and done in the Congregati- 
on; the other private and done in aClofer. The 
frft ought to be pubsick as it can be, that ic may 
be more exemplary; and ro this the fhining of our 
Light belongs: The fecond as private as it may in 
crder to approve ourfelves the mere to God, and to 
cemonftrate that it is only our Love and Obevdience 
to him, and notany Defire of the Praife of Men, 
thar excires us to do what we do ; and to chis the 


latter Caution concerning Almes giving in particular | 
| that the Indian Wives among the Poor Heathens, will 


belongs. 

Q. Gentiemen, £bumbly defire your Opinion om the 
Pellowing Cafe. A Chriftian, who bas led a Life as 
sree from Sin as ® poffible for any Minto live, # 
uijufily condemn'd and {uffers Death for a Crime whetee 
of he was innocent. Query, whether bis Sufferings would 
not be a fuffictent for the meerly Humane 
imperfections of ba paft Life. | 

A. Yo die for the Teftimony of 2 good Confcience 
the Scripture affures us is meriorious, and the Merit 


be, that Men ought foto 


of it may (we may juftly prefume) covera Mul. 
titude of Sins. But we chink there is a confiderable 
Difference between that Saffering which is incerly 
for the fake of a good Actisn and that which is 
only for being fallely accafed for a bad one. To 
{uffer for the firft Caufe is to fuffer for Rigbreonf- 
nels Sake, and our Saviour pronaunces them bleffed 
thar do fo: But co fuffer innocentl, and ro {ufet 
for rhe fake of Righcoufnels is by no means always 


the fame, any more than an Action that is not bad 


is therefore neceffarily good. Suppofe, then fur In- 
fiance, that a Man 1s through the Mift.ke or Ma- 
lice cf bis Accufer or Judge condemned tu dve for 
Theft of which he never was guity; we ccnceive 
thar the meer Caufe of his Suffering does no: in- 
tie him to God’s Fovour, the only Thing in this 
Cafe thar can render his Suffering meritorious, muft 
be his bearing it with Meeknefs and Patience as he 


ought to do any other Calamity. With Reipect to 


the Canfe Suffering becomes meritorious this way only, 
viz, When a Man fuffers fora good Adicn where- 
in his Cnriftianiry and the Teftimnony of a good 
Con{cien-e 1s concerned ; as when he is reviled of 


-perfceuted becaufe he will not either totally for- 


fake and apoftauze from Chrift, cr in any particu. 
lar Occurrent offend againft him, or when the Per- 
forusance of fome Chrifticn Duty brings this cone 
fequent Reproach or Perfecution upon him. 

Q. Gentlemen, Be pleas'dto anfaer me whether te 


be proper tur one to fay on the 30th. of April, To Mor- 


row is May-Day. The of the Doubt that 
the Ward is fuppofes the Time prefent, whereas the Thing 


fovken of is future; ana therefore it may be perhaps 


moe proper to fay, To Morrow will be May- Day. 

A. The Word js, is cither actually or virtually 
in all Propofitions, as being the Copula (as Logici- 
ans {peak) that joins the Predicate to the Subj, 
and therefore it cannot be improper to ufe it in the 
prefent. Burt the Reafon why this Propofition is ufu- 
ally fpoken without a Note of Fururiry, when the 
Thing {poken of is future, we take it to be, that 
Things future which are certain and neceffary are of 
the Nature of Things prefenr, and therefore (poken 
of in the prefent Tenfe :..And thus God often in Scrip- 
ture jreaks of Things future as prelent, becaufe in 
Relpect of his Fureeknowledg they have the fame 
Degree of Certainty as Things preient. But Pro- 
pofitions thar are of future contingents have always 
annexed to them a Notre of Futurity, 

Q. Gentiemen, 1 have often beard from Travellers, 


contentedly fuffir the terrible Death of: being burnt with 
their Dead Husbanas Bodses: Pray inform me in whae 
manner they are burnt, and what Principles can fortsfy 
their Minds to that high Degrec, a to endure {uch Tore 

ment. | 
A. There be two Manners of their (uffering fuch 
Death ; one is, a Place is digg’d in the Earth (to 
the beft of our Remembrance) about fix Foor deep, 
inthis there 3s Mater sbrown, and 
on 
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“¥s.dref up in her beft Cloaths, and accompany’d 


ae 


Fiusbana s body islaid ; the Widow 


to the Place by all her Friends and fome of their 
Priefts, attended with divers Wind Inftraments ; fhe 
all the while dancing according to their wild Manner, 
wheo arriv'd to the Brink of the Pit, being all in 
Flames, after fome Ceremonies, the Priefts gently pufh 
her in, where fhe is confum'd together with her Hu'- 
band’s Dead Body. Another Manner is this: A Stage 
1s erected, and under ir combuftible Matter placed, 
fhe is attended as before to the Scaffold, and feats 
her felf on a Stool, then takes her Husband’s Dead 
Body acrofs her Lap. All her Acquaintance bring 
her Notes, Rings and other Bawbles, for her 10 
carry as kind Remembrances to their Friends in the 
other World. All Ceremonies perform’d, the com- 
buftible Stuff is fet on Fire, and fo they are both 
con{um‘d together. 

‘The Motives to ftrengthen her Courage to endure 
all this, we take to be as follows. They believe that 
‘all who fo die, their Souls fhall poffefs in a New 
Life fome noble Perfonages, being by fo many De- 
grees more happy ; for thofe blind Wretckes believe 
in the Dodtrin of Tranfmigration, Another Motive 
to endure this, is to avoid Shame, for they who re- 
fufe ir, are held by all the reft as the moft fcanda- 


Yous People breathing, and are ufed after, worfe than 


Slaves. But what we fuppofe conduces moft to this 
feeming Magnanimity, is fome things their Pricfts 
pive them before, of an ebrictating Quality, which 
intoxicates their Spirits, and renders them infenfible 
of what they are going to endure ; their wild leap- 
ing and dancing fhewing them much in the fame pre- 
dicament with diftracted Perfons, nor fcarce are they 
recoverd from thofe Infenfibilities even to the Tor- 
ment itfelf, endur'd in the Flames. Their Death allo 
being {oon effected, by the Quantities of Oyls, &e. 
thrown on the Flames. 


Q. (PRAY folve me APOLLO, 
The Queries that follow ; 
Since when we in Doubts are smmers d, 
The next way we fly, 
T’ your bright Deity, 
43 being in all Matters vers d. 


Say, where w the Senfe, 

To which {uch Pretence, 
The Lee. ned Spectator does clasm, 

So oft on ill Faces, | 

( Depriv'd of a Graces) | 
To write, while the Subject’s the fame 2 


Bue vulgar the Theam, 
we can deem, 
Nor from all bu Wie have we more ; 
‘Than often we meet, 
«In every Street, 
Te have been in Bailads before, 


And many Sheets are, 
New furbifh'd ftale Ware, 
iVhich, all whore with Letters acquainted ; 
Knew as well as bes 
Nay, fome of them be, 
By others more curtoufly painted, 


From all bss rich Mines, 
Nos cne im Eighe fhines, 
in fome downright Dulinef} actected 
Which makes us admire, 
fo little Fire, 
gen'rai.y are mot 


¢ bas, Peopie fay, 
4 Guinea a Day, 
( Methinks had be any intentio+ 
To keep st 4 going, ; 
So largely beftcwing 
Rewards, might amend bis Inventios. 


A, Tho’ Il-favour'd Vices, 
Withour Air or Grates, 

Do fo many Papers fupply, 
Yet moft they. may pleafe, 
Four Reafons like thete, 

At leaft we no better defcry, 


The Number's grear, 
Which are in chat Srate, 
And which Parks and Theaters ili, 
No wonder they're raisd, 
_ To hear ‘em fo praisd, 
Since it keeps “em in Countenance fill. 


And thofe few who are, ‘ 
Well Featur'd and Bair, 

When from thofe Defcription's they find, 
Of Toils fuch a Number, 

_  Amongtt all that Lumber, 

To the Author they needs muft be kindi- 


Altho’ in his Lines, 
He fometimes inclines 
To Dullnets, yet ’tis for his Good, 
| His Profir we mean ; 
Since ‘tis always {een, 
Such are by the moft underftood, 


In v2in tis to write, 

To thofe who are Brighe, 
Their Number is very {mall, 

They'll bring fo few Pence, 

He'll ftarve by his Senfe, 
If he has any Profit ar all. 


Befides, fhou'd he wa/ 
His Stock, “cwill nor Jaft, 
he finds our a New Whim, 
Already it finks, 
 -The wifer fort thinks, 
Some Inches too, under the Bem: 


Nor will it furprife, 
If again from our Eyes | 
He's vanithd, fince ‘twill be no more; 
Than oft has been kaowa, 
By moft of the Town, 
On. this or a Fataller Score. 


The Tule, Pieface and index to the Third 
Volume, will be pub! t.cd this Week. Sold by 7. 
Mayo, againft Water-Lane, Fleet-Preet whete you. 
may have the Firft Volume in ar és. the 2d. 


and 3d. in Folio, Gilt Edges and Letter’d on the 


Back, at 125. each. 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Y the Monourabie and Voluntary Societies, for In- 
furance on Marriages, Births and Servants, by Claims 
atid Devidends, ac the Goiden-Haip, almoft againft So- 

merfet-Houfe in the Strand. 

‘This Day Subfcriptions are taken in for Infuring on the 
Birth of aChild 1009, 500, 250 and roo]. by Claims 
and Devidends, for 1, 2 and 3 Months 

NB. On Monday the rgth Inftanc, the firft Weeks Con- 
tribution was paid to 5 Claimants, when two Perfons 17S. 
6d. by them paid, receiy’d 261. 16s, 6d. each. 

Infurance on Marriages and Servants by Claims and De- 
vidends for 2 or 4 Months, very great Encouragement for 
them that Enter trem this Day. 


Nove, No more then 2s, {8 taken for Policies, Stamps 
and Enerance in any of thele Offices. 


LONDON: Printed and sola by Adayo, at the Printing-Prefs againft Water>Lane, Flect-Street. 
CW here all Letters with Queflions are takenin.) And J. Morphew, near Srationer’s-flal, 
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